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Thoughts from Pastor Barry

| have been encouraged by the many people who have told me that
they read through the Bible in 2013 and the many others who are
reading through the Bible in 2014. Bible study to a Christian is like
food to our bodies. Praise God for the many that are feasting on the
satisfaction that only the Word of God can bring. “Oh, taste and see
that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who trusts in
Him!” (Psalm 34:8, NKJV). Any relationship is founded upon communication; no
relationship can be healthy without it. In our relationship with Christ, communication
centers primarily on Bible study and prayer.

As we enter the final full month of winter, we enter a new season of prayer. Prayer to
a Christian’s soul is like breathing to our bodies. We will gather at least monthly for a
time of corporate prayer in 2014. Watch for emails and announcements in the bulletin
for dates and times for corporate prayer meetings. | encourage you to invest
uninterrupted quality time every day for prayer. As part of this prayer effort, let me
encourage you to fast and pray. Fasting amplifies prayer. You are in control of how
long you choose to fast. Some may fast for a meal while others may fast for a day or
longer. Remember, the objective is to devote that time to prayer. Please do not fast if
your health prohibits it and do not tell anyone if you are fasting or not (that is between
you and the Lord). Remember, we fast from food, not drink, so please drink plenty. |
enjoy drinking tea, coffee or fruit juice when | fast. Remember, the New Testament
never commands fasting, but it is clear from even a casual reading of the Bible that
fasting is an effective and powerful spiritual discipline in a Christian’s life.

E. M. Bounds (1835-1913) was an attorney, author and pastor. He wrote eleven books
(nine on the subject of prayer). He wrote, “What the Church needs today is not
more machinery, not new organizations, or more novel methods, but men whom
the Holy Ghost can use - men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.” Bounds also
wrote, “The church is looking for better methods; God is looking for better men.”
Bounds is also quoted as saying, “God’s revelation does not need the light of
human genius, the polish and strength of human culture, the brilliancy of human
thought, the force of human brains to adorn or enforce it; but it does demand the
simplicity, the docility, humility, and faith of a child’s heart.”

Please join me in your private and corporate prayers for a fresh and powerful
movement of the Holy Spirit in and through His church at Northgate.

Blessings in Christ Jesus,
e

The Gate Post
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